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HOWIS
“BEST INTEREST” DETERMINED?
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Texas Family Code §263.307
Factors in Determining Best Interest of Child

(8) In considering the facrors stablished by this section, the prompe and permanct placement of the child in a safe environment is presumed to be in the
child best interest.

(b) The following factors should be considered by the court and the department in determining whether the childs parents are willing and able to provide the
ehild with a safe covironmen:

1) the childs age and physeal and mental vlnceabilies
@) the frequency and natu of out-of home plcements

) the magaiude, fequency and ircumstances of the haem to the i

) whetber the il has been th vt o repested harm afe e il seportand ntrvention b the department;
() whetber the chid i feaeulof lving i o rcuening o the child's bome;

(6) the results of psychiatric, psychological, or developmental evaluations of the chid, the child parears, orher family members,or others who.
have aceess to the childs home;

(7) whether there i a history of abusive or assaultive conduet by the chid’s family or orhers who have access to the ehild’ home;
(8) whether there i & history of substance abuse by the child' family or others who have access to the child' home;
(9) whether the perpetrator of the harm to the child i identified;

(10) the willingness and ablity of the child' famil to scek out, accept, and complete counselng services and to cooperate with and
facilitate an appropriate agency’s close supervision;

(11) the willingness and ability of the childs family to effect posiive environmental and personal changes within a reasonable period of time;

Texas Family Code §263.307
Factors in Determining Best Interest of Child

(12) whether the child’s family demonstrates adequate parenting skills, including providing the child and other children under the family's
care with:

(A) minimally adequate health and nutritional care;
(B) care, nurturance, and appropriate discipline consistent with the child’s physical and psychological development;
(C) guidance and supervision consistent with the child’s safety;
(D) a safe physical home environment;
(E) protection from repeated exposure to violence even though the violence may not be dirccted at the child; and
(F) an understanding of the child’s needs and capabilities; and

(13) whether an adequate social support system consisting of an extended family and fiends is available to the child

(€) In the case of a child 16 years of age or older, the following guidelines should be considered by the court in determining whether to adopt the
permanency plan submitted by the department:

(1) whether the permanency plan submitted to the court includes the services planned for the child to make the transition from foster care
to independent living; and

(2) whether this ransition is in the best interest of the child
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The best interest of the child shall always be the

Texas Family Code §153.002

primary consideration of the court in determining

Best Interest of Child the issues of conservatorship and possession of

and access to the child.

Powers and Duties of
a Guardian Ad Litem | /A Review of the Texas Family Code

Texas Family Code §107.002

Powers and Duties of
Guardian Ad Litem
for Child

12



Powers and Duties of the
Guardian Ad Litem

for a Child

Good grief!

That is a long list and tiny prin

9/21/2021

Texas Family Code §107.002
“Powers and Duties of |

ian Ad Litem for Child”

(a) A guardian ad Jiew appointed for a child under this
chapter is not a party to the suit but ma

(1) conduct an investigation to the t that the
guardian ad Jitem considers 1 y to def

inter of the child; and

mine the best

(2) obtain and review copies of the child’s relevant
medical, psychological, and school records as provided by
Section 107.006.

Texas Family Code §107.002
“Powers and Duties of
Guardian Ad Litem for

Child”

(b) A guardian

rild under this chapter shall

(1) withina reasonable time after th ment,interview:

(&) the childin a developmentally appropriate manner, if the child is four
years of age or older;

(B) each person who has significantknowledge of the childs history and
condition, including educators, child welfare
foster parent of the child;and

(C) the parties to the suit;

providers, and any

K to clicitin a developmentallyappropriate

ner the child’s expressed
objectives;

(3) consider the child’s expressed objes

objecti

but being bound by those

(4) encourage settlement and the use of alternative forms of

spute resolution;
and

(5) perform any specific task directed by the court

15




exas Family Code §107.002
“Powers and Duties of
Guardian Ad Litem

for Child”

(b-1) In addition o the duties required by Subscction (b), @ guardian a«
appointed for a childin a proceeding under Chapter 262 or 263 shall

(1) review the medical care provided to the child;

(2) in a development manner, seck to elicit the child’ opinion
provided;

(3) for a child at least 16 y 2 2 ther the child has received
the following documents:

(A) a certified copy of the childs birth certifi

(B) a social sccurity card ora repla

(C) a driver license or p

5; sportation Code; and

other personal document the Department of Family and
Protective Services determines appropriate; and

(4) seck 1o clicit in a developmentally appropriate manner the name of an
adult, particularly an adult residing in the child’s community, who could be a
relative or designated caregiver for the child and immediately provide the
names of those individuals o the Department of Family and Protective
Servic

9/21/2021

s Family Code §107.002
“Powers and Duties of
Guardian Ad Litem
for Child”

(©) A guardian ppointed for the child under this chapter is entitled to:

(1) receive a copy of each pleading or other paper filed with the court in the case
in which the guardian ad fiten is appointed;
notice of each hearing in the case;
fings by the Department of Family and Protective

I or question a witness or
otherwise provide legal services unl ad litenis a licensed attorney
who has been appointed in the dual role;

(8) review and sign, or decline o sign, ed order affecting the child;

opposition to the agreed order if the

s to the child in the childs placement;
(8) be consulted and provide comments on decisions regarding placement,
d adoptive
elfare services providers are protecting the child's
garding appropriate care, treatment, services, and all other foster
sted in Section 263.008;
and an inyitation to attend meetings related to
rvice plan and a copy of the plan; and
(11) attend court-ordered mediation regarding the child’s case

Texas Family Code §107.002
“Powers and Duties of |
Guardian Ad Litem

for Child”

court may compel the guardian ad litem to attend a trial
for the proper dispos

of the suit.

(e) Unless the guardian ad litem is an attorney who has
appointed in the dual role and subject o d s Rules of
Evidence, the court shall ensure in a hearing or in a trial on the

merits that a guardian ad litem has an opportunity to testify

rding, and is permitted to submit a report regarding, the

guardian ad litem’s recommendations relating to:

(1) the best int of the child; and

2) the for the dian ad lites ommendations.

18




(f) In 2 nonjury trial, a party may call the guardian ad /iten

a witness for the purpose of cro nination reg; nd\nwthc

guardian’s report without the guardian ad /item being listed as

a witness by a party. If the guardian ad /iten is not called as a

witness, the court shall permit the guardian ad /item to testify
Texas Family Code §107.002 | in the narrative.

“Powers and Duties of |
Guardian Ad Litem
for Child”

attorneys for the parties as directed by the court, but not
later than the earlier of:

(1) the quired by the scheduling order; or

(2) the 10th day before the date of the commencement

of the trial.

9/21/2021

isclosure to the jury of the contents of a guardian ad
eport to the court is subject to the T¢ Rules of
Evidence.
Texas Family Code §107.002

“Powers and Duties of
Guardian Ad Litem
for Child”

Texas Family Code §107 011(a) -

the court shall appomt a g to

represent the rest g chil

Texas Family Code §153.002 -
The £ /:mmz f the child shall alw

rmining the i

Best Interest of Child

con crmmmh]p and pc on of and access to the

child.
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What does the Judge do at the Adversary Hearing?

Atthe Adversary Hearing, the Cours hears evidenice and is-required to make certain determinations.

ssion of the child

At the conelusion of the adversary hearing, the court shallorder the return of the child 0 the parent = or personentitled to pos
— from whom the child was removed s the iourf finds sulfcient evidence 1o satisfy o perion of ordinary prudece and cantion that:

o There'was a danger to the physical health of safety of the child...which was caused by.an act or failure to act of the person entitled to
ion and for the child to remain in the home's contrary to the welfare of the child;

posse:
o The urgent need for protection required the immediate removal of the child and-reasonable-efforts; consistentwith the circumstances and
providing for the safery of ‘the child, were made to eliminate or prevent the child’s remoyal; and,

o Reasonable cfforts havé been made to enable the child t6 refurn home, bur there is a substandal risk 6f a continaing dange? if the child is
returned home:
1 the court does not return the childto the person from whon the child was femoved and finds that another parerit — or person entitled to
possession = did not cause. the. immediate. danger.to the physical health ot safety of the child or was not the perpetrator.of the neglector abuse
alleged in the suit, the court shall order possession of the child by that person uriless the court finds sufficient evidence to safisfy a person of
ordinary prudence and caution that, specific to cach person entitled to possessions
= The person cannot be located after diligent effarts or is unable or unwilling to take pos:
>, Reasonable efforts have been made to' enable the person's possession of the child, but possession'by that person presents a continuing
danger to the physical health or safery of the child caused byan act or failure to act of that person.

ssion of the child; or

9/21/2021

° A review of the affidavit of removal

© A visit to and/or conversation with the child
and/or care provider

© A visit to and/or conversation with each parent

This Judge’s Wish List © Investigation into potential relative/fictive kin
placements
for the basis of the o A conversation with the child’s
. . daycare/teachers
Guardian Ad Litem’s

o A conversation with any medical providers, if
recommendation at the applicable
o A conversation with the DFPS investigator

Adversary Hearing

° A conversation with the child’s attorney ad
litem

© Review any available documents relevant to the
child’s mental and physical health and the childs
education

23

‘What does the Judge do at the Status Hearing?

Atthe Status hearing, within 60 days of the removal-of ‘the child, the Court must:
o Determiine what, if anythinig, is prevénting the child. fram returfing to thé parenits horne hat day:
o Determine if there are any cultural issues that need to be taken into consideration and/or need to'be understood
o Review. the visitation plani for the parent(s) anid. the child(xén) and modify.the visitation. plan, if ‘appropridte
o"If there s a finding that visitation.is not in the child’s best intcrest, identify specific steps the parent must take. to have
visitation
o Determine if thesservice plan s reasonably tailored for the specific issues-presented in-the case

d Iy ensutes that ble cfforts are made to,

o Determiine whethier any'service plan with thic goal of
cnable the parents to provide a safe cnvironment for the child

< Incorporate the service plan irito an ordér. of the conét and fender additional, appropriate orders to requiré compliarice with of
to implement the'service plan

<. Address the appropriaténess of the.child’s current placernent

24



© Visits and/or conversations with daycare/teachers/service
providers for the chil

o Participate in the child’s ARD, if applicable

This ]udge’s ‘Wish List © Visits and/or conversations with each parent
o Tnvestigation into potential elative/fictive kin placements
for the basis of the o Wi v e
. . o A conversation with the child’ daycare/teachers
Guardian Ad Litem’s o A conversation with any medical providers of the child, if
applicable
recommendation at o Bl G i
applicable
the Status Hearing o Attend Family Group Conference(s)

© A conversation with the DFPS caseworker

© A conversation with the child’s attorney ad litem
each month

and physical health and the child’s education

© Visits and/or conversations with the child and /or placement

9/21/2021

o Observe at least one supervised visit between parent and child

© Review any available documents relevant to the child’s mental

25

What does the Judge do at the

Permanency Hearings before Final Order?

At the Permancncy Hearings held prior to the final order, the-Court hears eviderice and makes certain findings,
including:

°. A.determination.whether to return the child if: the parents are willing and able to provide a safe environment
AND the returnto the parents is in the child’s-best interest

° Incorporate or make changes to the-service plan, as appropriate
e. A.determination.whether the parent is in compliance with.the court ordered services.
o A'determination’of what, if anjthing; is préventing the child from returriing to' the parent’s homeé #at day

°. Make additional, appropriate orders to require compliance with of to implément the service plan

Address the child’s medical and educational needs

o Address the appropriatencss of the child’s placement

26

© Visits and/or conversations with the child and/or placement

© Visits and/or conversations with dayeare/teachers/service
providers of the child

© Participate in the child’s ARD, if applicable

This ]udge’s Wish List = Visits and/or conversations with cach parent
o Investigation into potential relative/fictive kin placements
for the basis of the © Visics and/or conversations with cach potential placement
= A conversation with any medical providers of the child, if
. . applicable
Guardian Ad Litem’s

= Be familiar with the child’s medications, and dosages, if
applicable
recommendation at © Review documentation of the parents’ compliance with the

services ordered by the court and have conversations with
parent’s service providers if possible

the Permanency

Observe at least one supervised visit between parent and child
each month

Hearings © Attend Permanency Conference(s)
= A conversation with the DFPS caseworker
© A conversation with the child’ attorney ad litem

© Review any available documents relevant to the child’s mental
and physical health and the child’s education

27




What does the Judge do at the Final Hearing?

If it is a bench trial, the Judge must made certain determinations after hearing the evidence presented.

Whether the evidence presented meets the “clear and convincing” standard for the ground(s) for termination
Whether the evidence presented meets the “clear and convincing” standard supporting the best interest of the child clement

If termination is not granted, determine whether the appointment of a parent as a managing conservator is not in the best
interest of the child as such appointment would significantly impair the child’s physical health or emotional well being, and if
so, determine whether it is in the child’s best interest to appoint a relative of the child or another person as managing
conservator. If itis not in the best interest of the child to appoint a relative or other person as managing conservator,
appoint DFPS managing conservator.

If there is no termination and DFPS is awarded permanent managing conservator, the Court must take into consideration the
age of the child, the child’s position (when age appropriate) on adoption, and the needs and desires of the child.

If DEPS is awarded permanent managing conservatorship of the child, set a Permanency Hearing After Final Order for a date
within 90 days of such appointment.

9/21/2021

28

© Visits and/or conversations with the child and/or placement

© Visits and/or conversations with daycare/teachers/service providers
of the child

© Participate in the child’s ARD, if applicable
© Visits and/or conversations with each parent

© Investigation into potential relative/fictive kin placements

This Judge’s Wish List © Visits and/or consersations withesch potential placement
© A conversation with any medical provides of the child, if applicable
for the basis of the © B familiar with the child’s medications, snd dosages, if spplicable
* Review documentation of the parents’ compliance with the services
Guardian A d Litem’s ordered by the court and have conversations with parent’s service

providers if possible

. @ Conversations with the DFPS caseworker regarding the child as well
recommendation at as the parents” service plan compliance

© Observe at least one supervised visit between parent and child each
month

the Final Hearing

© Conversations with the child's attorney ad litem

© Attend Permanency Conference(s)

© Review any available documents relevant to the child’s mental and
physical health and the child's education

© Participation in the entire final tral to hear all testimony as well as
review exhibits presented

29

After the final hearing, a Final Order is entered....

So, now what???

30
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TEXAS FAMILY CODE §263.5031
PERMANENCY HEARINGS FOLLOWING
FINAL ORDER

9/21/2021

Sec. 2635031, Permanency Hearings

(a) At each permancncy hearing afer the court enders a final order, the court shall;
(1) iy all persons and partis preseat at the hearing;
(2) review the effores of the department or other ageney in notifying persons enttled to morice under Section 263.0021;
(3) for a child placed with a relative of the child or ,review the efforts of the depa inform
(&) the option to become verified by  licensed child-placing agency (o operate an agency foster home,if applicable; and
(B) the permanency care assistance program under Subchapter K, Chapter 264;

(4) review the permancncy progeess report to determine:

)t iy and el o thechidad whatbe he chid e, i s mediso specil ey bing ,azq\.m, marma,

® has been provided pina pr anner, o identify any i adult
esding i the chidscommarity, who could be  rltive or desgnated st o the chid:
(€) whether the department placed the child with a relatve or

placement of the child,including with respect to 2 child who e of this stare, whether
the best interest of the chid:
(D) if the child i plced in insitutional eare, whether efforts have been made to ensure that the ehild s placed in the least restrictive
environment consistent with the child's best interest and special needs;
® f the p for the child, whether
fnalize the p goals in effect for the child, and whether:

(@ the department s esecied de diligence i acemptin o pace th <l for dopio i pasctal ghes 0 the il bave
been temiatedand the i i ligbe for adpions o
() another permanent pl w ©
a paent,is approprite for the child;

) the chid, by asking thy
thedareof
encyplan for the chidand, f so, i i beinthe bestinterest
of thechidto:
(@) returnhome;
(b) be placed foradoption;
(c) be placed with alegal
{6 bepheed it i nd wling v

J
@)

pk
)i the youthis 16 yearsof ageor

(¥ if theyouthis 18 years of ageor olderor

264.121(e-1);
(G)if the childis 14 years of

11



Sec. 2635031 ngs
(H) whether the child
pres y medicalca 3
(1) fora child receiving psychotropic medication, whether the child
0 themap th
childs needs; or :
() has been scen by once ev
days;
) wlcrfor fed,the g
fi ind
avents;
() fora child forwhom sing ina final orderthat does notindude.
fp e worder I e 02 parent for not more than six months
afterthe date of the permanency hearingif
o) een ud parent,
permancnt managing conservatorship of the childand
(@) the court fi parent
(@ inthe bestinterestof the chid;and
) likelytor i P
(1) whetherthe dep fieca familyor other caing crmanent commitment o the child.
® @ aringafier the court rendersa final onder, the court shall eview the
activites

9/21/2021

34

Timing of the Permanency Hearing after Final Order

o If the Department of Family and Protective Services is appointed as Permanent
Managing Conservator in a final order that does not include termination of parental
rights, the court shall conduct a permanency hearing at least once every six months
until the Department of Family and Protective Services is no longer the child’s
managing conservator.

o If the Department of Family and Protective Services is appointed as Permanent
Managing Conservator in a final order that terminates a parent’s parental rights, the
court shall conduct a permanency hearing not later than the 90 day after the date the
court renders the final order and conduct additional permanency hearings at least once
every six months until the Department of Family and Protective Services is no longer
the child’s managing conservator.

35

What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing
after Final Order

The Court needs to hear evidence on the following:

© The child’s safety and well being

© The child’s special needs

© The child’s placement:
© relative or fictive kin placement;
© Institutional placement — is it the least restrictive possible?

° Permanency goals — primary and alternative

© The Department’s reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan:
° Due diligence to place the child for adoption if parental rights have been terminated;
° Due diligence to locate a relative for placement and PMC of the child
° Due diligence to determine if returning the child to a parent is appropriate

36
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9/21/2021

What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing

after Final Order - continued

The Court needs to hear evidence on the following:
o If there is another planned permanent living arrangement (APPLA) for the child, what are the compelling
reasons for it not to be in the child’s best interest to:
° Return the child home;
° Be placed for adoption;
© Be placed with a legal guardian
° For older youth the court also reviews whether:

© DFPS has conducted Independent Living Skills Assessment for all youth 14 years and older
© The Assessment should be updated annually
o DEPS is addressing the goals identified in the youth’s permanency plan
° DFPS provided the youths who are 16 and older with a copy and certified copy of the youth’s:
© Birth certificate;
© Social Security card;
© State issued ID or DL

37

What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing

after Final Order - continued

The Court must consider evidence, or confirm documentation is in the Court’s file, of the following:
° Notification of consent for medical care
° Education Decision Maker Form 2085E

© Services to assist the youth, 14 years and older, in transitioning from care to independent living in the
community

° Confirmation that the child is receiving appropriate medical care and provided the opportunity to
express an opinion on medical care

o If the child has been prescribed psychotropic medication:

© Has the child received appropriate non-pharmacological interventions, therapies or strategies to meet
the child’s needs;

© Has the child been seen by the prescribing physician, physician assistant or advance practice nurse at
least once every 90 days

38

What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing

after Final Order - continued

The Court must consider evidence, or confirm documentation is in the Court’s file, of the following:

° Education decision-maker and education needs and goals identified, major changes in school
performance or serious disciplinary events

e For a child in PMC without termination, review whether DFPS is providing services to the parent for up
to six months after the Permanency Hearing:

o If the child is not placed with a relative or other individual, including a foster parent, secking
permanent managing conservatorship; and,

© Determine further efforts at reunification with parent are in the child’s best interest and likely to result
in the child’s safe return to the parent

© The efforts by DFPS to identify family or other caring adults with a permanent commitment to the child

o If the child is placed with a relative, determine whether that individual has been informed about the
Permanency Care Assistance program

39
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What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing

after Final Order - continued

The Court must also do the following:

to the child.
o Address, if applicable, Special Juvenile Immigration Status
° Ensure the persons present are given the opportunity to be heard

o If the caregiver is present, he/she /give them the opportunity to provide information
activities

The Court may also confer with the child about the permanency plan

9/21/2021

e If the child is in not in a permanent placement: (1)determine if further efforts to reunify with a parent

are in the child’s best interest and likely to result in the child’s safe return to a parent; and (2) determine
if there is a family member or another caring adult who may be able to make a permanent commitment

o Review whether the child has regular and ongoing opportunitics to engage in age-appropriate normalcy

40

What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing

after Final Order - continued

The Court should also hear evidence regarding:
° Medical and Mental Health Care:
° Nature of any emergency care since the last hearing
© All medical and mental health treatment the child is receiving and the progress of such

of such treatment

° Any medication prescribed, including dosages, and the progre
© Caregiver compliance with the child’s treatment plan
° Any adverse reactions or side effects

° Diagnosis or diagnostic testing

41

What does the Judge do at a Permanency Hearing

after Final Order - continued

“The Court should also hear evidence regarding:
© Education and Educational Decisions
o "The child’s enrollment in school
© The child’s enrollment in the appropriate grade
© Whether any change in placement:
° Has changed where the child attends school
© Where the child wants to attend school
° Whether transportation is available for the child to attend the school of preference
o Whether any change in placement was made in coordination with the grading/ testing periods for the child
° Whether a child who is 3

‘ears of age or less, has the child been
° Whethera childwho is 5 years of age or less, has been enrolled in

ed for developmental milestones through ECI
arly Head Start, Head Start or Pre-Ki

* School supports and disciplinary

ues

© Extracurricular activities/normalcy

o Whether the child has been evaluated for or s receiviny

Special Education services

o Whethera child who is 14 year of age or older

post-s

ndary education plan

42
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This Judge’s Wish List
for the basis of the
Guardian Ad Litem’s
recommendation at
the Permanency
Hearing

after Final Order

For children 5 years of age or younger:

° Review the child's CANS assessment and ensure recommendations arc
being followed

° Review the child’s developmental assessment/ ECI evaluation and ensurc
that recommendations are being followed,

o IF the child ervice, such a5 p

9/21/2021

therapy, make sure the child i g appointments, review
notes/reports, assess if child is targers,cnsure ecommendations are
being followed, and assess for appropriateness

@ Review ehilds medical vision and dental catc,
* A conversation with any medical providrs of he hid, i pplcsble

© Be famillar with the child’s medications, and dosages, if applicable
* Medicutionsare ypicaly no prscsbed fr younger childrn. Be vl

o Visis

 Visits and/o conversations with child' placement

ey ad ltem snd

Prepare s teport with recommendations and reasons thit support your
recommenditions and file i dvance of the hearing

43

This Judge’s Wish List
for the basis of the
Guardian Ad Litem’s
recommendation at
the Permanency
Hearing

after Final Order

For children 6 years of age to 13 years of age:
B
i
- CANS e b e sty
© D e )
e e
5 i e e

e evtey 90 dage o

© 16 the child
s artending appointments, review nores/ reports, asses f chid s hitting
argets,cnsure recommendations atc bing followed, and assess for
appropriateness

Review childs medical vision and dental car.
+ A convesaion with any medical provides f he chid, i applicabic

Be familiar with the child’s medications, and dosages, if applicable
+ Foste chidsenase mare kel t0 modieted than other chidre, Be viglan!

o Visis

 Visits ando conversations with child' placement

ey ad litem and

Prepare s teport with recommendations and reasons thit support your
recommenditions and file i dvance of the hearing

44

This Judge’s Wish List
for the basis of the
Guardian Ad Litem’s
recommendation at
the Permanency
Hearing

after Final Order

For children 14 to 17 years of age:
© P T e
A

e ASEY / R
AL

Nk st thathe s Casey s Updted vl (st posh bck)

At 15 naidiic =
oy o he Sy ek o it e

Encursg the chld o scnd

© Comsde encoagingsummerjobs /sl opporritis

© DavereBd

© Openingasvigs scoun

© CrolitChck
oo

= Auige 16 ik shouk v all D5

= Keepincontetw i PAL woeher s vt o v
A, i i, adocaeforsoi scuin DD, HCS e

. coursg th ot i ey comsider sended forer e

it

B e

45
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9/21/2021

For youth remaining in extended care 18
This Judge’s Wish List years and older:
© Meet with the young adult about his or her needs.

for the basis of the
o Review the young adult’s plan of service and go
Guardian Ad Litem’s over it with the youth.
o Assess whether the youth is making progress
recommendation at toward becoming more independent
o Are they in school?
the Permanency o Are they working?

© Do they have an ID?

o Advocate for services the youth wants and/or may
after Final Order be entitled to,
© Encourage the youth to participate. Tt their life!

Hearing

Texas Family Code §107.011(a) -

the court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to
represent the best interest of the child

Texas Family Code §153.002 -

The best inte

Best Interest of Child

conservatorship and possession of and access to the
child.

Contact Information

Judge Andrea James Judge Charles Griffin

Second Region Child Protection Court #2 Gulf Coast Children’s Court
Andrea. James@txcourts.gov Charles Griffin@txcourts.gov
Court Coordinator - Tracy Conroy Court Coordinator - Sergio Olvado

Tracy Conroy@txcourts gov Sergio. Olvado@txcourts. gov
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